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Philadelphia Water Department Releases Green Streets Design Manual  

Supporting its Citywide Green Stormwater Management Initiative 
 
PHILADELPHIA – The Philadelphia Water Department is pleased to announce the publication of 
the Green Streets Design Manual, a compilation of innovative green stormwater infrastructure design 
standards customized for the urban street environment in Philadelphia. The Green Streets Design 
Manual provides guidance and templates for the planning, design, engineering and construction of 
green infrastructure that manages stormwater within the public right-of-way. 
 
City of Philadelphia Deputy Mayor for Transportation and Utilities Rina Cutler hailed the Green 
Street Design Manual as “the foundation for a 21st century street network in Philadelphia.”  She 
noted that “with over 2,500 miles of streets producing large quantities of polluted stormwater runoff, 
the City needs a standardized playbook for incorporating green features into the building and 
rebuilding of our city streets. This manual provides that playbook.”  
 
Green streets are a key component of the City of Philadelphia's Green City, Clean Waters initiative, a 
25-year program initiated in 2011 to achieve federal water quality mandates by managing stormwater 
from impervious surfaces citywide utilizing green practices. Green streets capture polluted 
stormwater at its source and encourage infiltration back into groundwater aquifers to minimize the 
amount of runoff that reaches Philadelphia’s sewer system and reduce combined sewer overflows. 
 
Philadelphia Water Commissioner Howard Neukrug explained “Green street projects such as tree 
trenches, planters and bumpouts beautify our city streets while performing an important stormwater 
management function. We created this manual as a toolkit that will make it easier to design and build 
green streets throughout our city. It is a living document that will set a national standard for urban 
green infrastructure design.” 
 
The Philadelphia Water Department worked closely with the Mayor’s Office of Transportation and 
Utilities, the Streets Department, Philadelphia Parks and Recreation, PennDOT and other public 
utilities and partner agencies to develop detailed design templates for green streets that can be 
applied in a variety of urban street conditions. The Green Street Design Manual also outlines the 
types of green infrastructure interventions that are appropriate on various street typologies and lays 
out the necessary permitting, construction, and inspection processes. The approved design standards 
and procedures found in the Green Streets Design Manual will help planners, designers, builders and 
developers construct high-quality green streets within Philadelphia and throughout cities worldwide. 
 
For more information, visit www.phillywatersheds.org/GSDM   
 
For more information about Green City, Clean Waters visit www.phillywatersheds.org 
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